
5 May 2017 Term 2,   Week 3 

PRINCIPAL 
Mr Matthew Beacroft 

Dear Parents and Friends,  

Building Works Update 

The building works continue at a fast pace. Today the internal doors, windows, lighting and fans will 
be finalised and tomorrow will see the carpet go down. We are very close to finishing the Prep and 
Year 1 classrooms and once we have a certificate of completion from the architects we will start to 
move classes into their new rooms. The internal walkway and toilets will continue to be fenced off 
until they are finalised across next week.  

Reading 

St Mary of the Cross staff and students are working very hard across the year to improve our reading 
skills and knowledge. A report by the Melbourne Institute of Economic and Social Research has 
concluded that reading to children improves their chance in life.  

The study shows that there is an important role for parents in their development and educational 
performance of their children. Parental reading to children increases the child’s reading and other 
cognitive skills at least up to the age of 10-11. This is an early-life intervention that is beneficial for the 
rest of their lives.  

Reading is also one of the simplest and most enjoyable ways to learn new vocabulary . Students need 
to know as many words as possible for when they are attempting to read new books. For example, if 
they know what a caterpillar is they will be able to work out the word from the sounds/letters, 
pictures and the meaning of the story. If they’re never heard of a caterpillar, it becomes very difficult. 
We are always creating vocabulary to assign to the pictures in our imaginations. This is called 
visualisation.  What are you reading tonight ? 

The World Cup Trophy is Coming 

As part of our NRL weekly coaching clinics we have been very fortunate to be informed that the Rugby 
League World Cup Trophy is coming to our school. This is a wonderful opportunity for the children, 
and parents are very welcome to attend to part of this special event from 12:30 until 1:30pm on 
Tuesday 16th May.  

NAPLAN 

Next week Year 3 and Year 5 students will complete the NAPLAN tests. Please see the timetable for 
the tests below: 

If a student is absent on any of these days, Friday 12th May 2017 will be used as a make-up day for 
test completion. 

If you have any concerns in relation to testing, please speak with your child’s classroom teacher or 
browse the NAP website http://www.nap.edu.au.  

Good luck to all students participating in NAPLAN this year. We encourage our students to remain 
calm and approach the tests as they are intended—to take a snapshot of student knowledge and 
understanding of concepts in Reading, Writing and Numeracy at a point in time of their learning 
journey at school. 

Building works will not happen across NAPLAN testing to ensure the best conditions for our children. 

Have a great week, 
Matthew Beacroft 
Principal 
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 Tuesday 9th May Wednesday 10th May Thursday 11th May 

Year 3 Language Conventions  
40 minutes (before 1st break) 

Writing 
40 minutes (after 1st break) 

Reading 
45 minutes 

Numeracy 
45 minutes 

Year 5 Language Conventions  
40 minutes (before 1st break) 

Writing 
40 minutes (after 1st break) 

Reading 
50 minutes 

Numeracy 
50 minutes 



$5 includes a sausage on 
bread, popper & snack. 

Pay in advance with 
EFT for Term 2 
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APRE 
Mr Dean Estreich 

Dear Parents and Caregivers,  

Gretel Tippett spoke to us last week about setting goals in order to better ourselves. Gretel 
spoke about setting herself the bench mark of 20 goals per game and achieving above 80% 
accuracy. If we don’t aim for something we hit nothing. Gretel inspired us with her positive 
attitude and stories of her achievement and hard work.  

"I've missed more than 9000 shots in my career. I've lost almost 300 games. Twenty-six 
times I've been trusted to take the game winning shot and missed. I've failed over and over 
and over again in my life. And that is why I succeed." – Michael Jordan 

This quote from the outstanding American basketball player, Michael Jordan, speaks 
volumes about how we need to set goals, have high expectations for ourselves and learn 
when we make mistakes or don’t succeed in reaching our targets. 

How many times have each of us made mistakes and experienced failure, and yet, in time, 
come to realise that the lesson learnt happened because and not in spite of the failure.  

Many of the important lessons in my life have been through failure of some kind or another 
and the God that I have met at these times, is real and forgiving and understanding. I am 
not afraid to admit these are the times in my life, when I am in most need of help, not only 
from God, but also from the people in my life. I thank God for both.  

Have a peaceful week,  

Dean Estreich 
Assistant Principal Religious Education (APRE) 

ACTIVE SCHOOL TRAVEL 
Remember that EVERY 
Friday is now Footloose 
Friday. 

NEW Hair Ties & Clips  

We now stock Size-L Hats 

Winter Jumpers & 
Jackets available 

Moments from across the week... 
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PASTORAL CARE CORNER 
Sr Anne Cannon 

Dear Parents, 

On Monday we had a holiday to celebrate Labour Day.  Do you ever stop to think what the value of 
your work is, whether it is work in the home, the office, the classroom, the hospital, the garbage truck, 
the street or wherever?  At the same time, do you aim for a balance between work and family and self 
time?  Our church leaders have spoken often on the subject.  Pope John Paul II stated: “the Church 
considers it her task always to call attention to the dignity and rights of those who work, to condemn 
situations in which that dignity and those rights are violated, and to help to guide [social] changes so 
as to ensure authentic progress by each individual and society.”  There is a special dignity and value to 
the work done in caring for the family. Vatican II document on the modern world says : "Where men 
and women, in the course of gaining a livelihood for themselves and their families, offer appropriate 
service to society, they can be confident that their personal efforts promote the work of the Creator, 
confer benefits on their fellow citizens, and help to promote human dignity.”  With this attitude to 
work, it will not take over our lives, but simply be one aspect of it.  Take a few moments this weekend 
to reflect on what value you place on your work.  Then reflect on the attitudes to work that you are 
passing on to your children.  Do you expect them to ‘work’ around the house?  Do you point out to 
them how it helps the ‘common good’ of the household, not to mention what it does for their own 
development as a person? 

Mary MacKillop would say:  “Always try to have success in your work  but remember God is often 
glorified in failure.” 

Have a good week, working and relaxing.  

God bless,  
Sr Anne  
School Pastoral Worker 

HEALTHY LUNCHES 

This recipe comes from the Heart Foundation and is another variation on last week’s recipe. 

CHEESY VEGE MUFFINS  

Ingredients 

 2 cups self raising flour (try using half wholemeal) 

 1 1/2 cups lightly packed grated zucchini 

 1 1/2 cups lightly packed grated carrot 

 1/2 cup grated reduced fat tasty cheese 

 1/4 cup olive oil 

 125g can creamed corn 

 3/4 cup reduced fat milk 

 1 large egg 

 Canola oil spray  

Method 

1. Preheat oven to 190°C (170°C fan-forced). Sift flour into a large bowl, stir in zucchini, carrot 
and cheese.  

2. Whisk together oil, creamed corn, milk and egg. Add to flour mixture and stir until ingredients 
are just combined.  

3. Lightly grease a 12 x 1/3-cup capacity non-stick muffin pan with cooking spray. Bake in oven 
for 25-30 minutes or until muffins are light golden and just firm to touch. 

Tip: These muffins will keep for up to 2 days in an airtight container in the refrigerator or can be 
frozen for up to 1 month.  

MOTHERS DAY STALL 

Mini Vinnies will be raising funds for the Winter Appeal next week 
with their Mothers’ Day Stall.  Gifts will be available for purchase 
next Wednesday 10th May.  If there are any left, they will be 
available on Friday 12th May.  Gifts will be $1, $2 or $5. 

SCHOOL AWARDS 

Principal Zali 

Prep Bonnie & Clara 

Yr 1 Albie 

Yr 2 Ivy & Aiden A 

Yr 3/4 Oliver B & Oliver V 

Yr 5/6 Kathleen & Kim 

Sr Anne 
Aiden M, Daniel  
& Savannah 

MAY 

2nd Jett & Summer 

13th Kathleen 

15th Chanel 

18th Dominic & Halle 

24th Joshua 

27th Clancy 

Preparation Sessions  

 Sun 7th May: 9.15-10.15am 
St Anne’s Hall 

 Thu 18th May: 3.30-4.30pm 
Holy Cross Church 

 Sun 21st May: 9.15-
10.15am St Anne’s Hall 

 Thu 25th May: 3.30-4.30pm 
Holy Cross Church 

 Sun 28th May: 9.15-
10.15am St Anne’s Hall 

Confirmation 

 Sun 4th June: 11am 
Holy Cross Church 



PH:  07 3857 4803 
Fax:  07 3857 5039 
Email: pwindsor@bne.catholic.edu.au 

22 Grafton St, Windsor  Qld  4030  
PO Box 535, Lutwyche  Qld  4030 

Find us and like our Facebook page: 
St Mary of the Cross School Windsor www.stmaryofthecross.qld.edu.au 
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WEDNESDAY 10th MAY 

There are many lovely items to choose from 

with prices of $1, $2, $5 

Make your Mother or Grandmothers happy  

and feeling loved on Mother’s Day.  

Experience all Mount Alvernia College has to offer at the Open Day. 


